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as if life or ascertained happiness had been the
fixed or even probable price of his magnanimous
enterprise. There was no marching to the stake,
no deliberate encountering of the mightier risks,
no voluntary submission to a lifelong endurance.
True, this came in the end, but it was an end
unforeseen, and one, therefore, not to be associated
with the first conception of the original act.
Besides, Gtiido is so saturated with hateful and
Ignoble motive as to fill the surrounding air with
influences that preclude heroic association. It
has been said of the great men to whom the
Byzantine Empire once or twice gave birth, that
even their fame has a curiously tarnished air, as
if that too had been touched by the evil breath
of the times. And in like manner we may say
of Guide Franceschini that even to have touched
him in the way of resistance detracts from pure
heroism. Perhaps the same consideration ex-
plains the comparative disappointment which
most people seem to have felt with Pompilia in
the third volume. Again, there is nothing which
can be rightly called majesty of character visible
ia one personage or another. There is high
devotion in Caponsacchi, a large-minded and